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Melissa

Describe your current career/vocation.
●

I am an online adjunct instructor for a Community College in the Chicagoland area as
well as a self-employed Marketing and Market Development Consultant in Higher
Education.

What role does faith play in your chosen career/vocation?
●

When I think of faith, I think of helping others. In both of my professions, I have the
ability and privilege of educating both students and professors. In providing them with
knowledge, help, confidence, and resources, they are better equipped to meet their own
personal and professional goals.

How does your faith help keep you motivated to do your job?
●

Faith helps keep me motivated because I can see the impact I am making in other's
lives. As any teacher knows, the impact they make on a student's life can be extremely
minute and nearly impossible to see on a weekly basis. But it is at the end of the school
year when you can see the growth in your students and how the skills they learned from
you will allow them to make a bigger impact in the world, that makes you want to work
even harder the next year.

Why do you think it is important to have faith?
●

I think it is very important to have faith for many reasons. I find that faith can help you find your
inner strength and get you through your darkest days. Faith allows you to visit your values
regularly and keep them in check. And lastly, faith helps you realize that you have so much to
be grateful for and you should share your talents and strengthens with others.

What is something you value about your education at St. Patrick School?
●

St. Patrick School helped me build a strong foundation in not only my education but also in faith
and family.

Share a memory or two that you have about going to St. Pat's.
●
●

●

One memory that I have was about St. Pat's was Grandparent's Day. Our Grandparents were
able to come to school and have lunch with us; what a special experience for both of us.
Another memory that I have about St. Pat's was being the first 7th and then 8th grade class of
the new middle school. Our small group was extremely proud to have the opportunity to
complete additional years at St. Pat's
My last memory would be our Friday mass services with Msgr. Lechtenberg. He has a heart of
gold and his kindness and smile are contagious.

Matt McMillian

1. Describe your current career/vocation.
I’m a welder in the skid steer division at John Deere Dubuque Works.
2. What role does faith play in your chosen career/vocation?
Faith played the biggest role before I was hired. After high school I didn’t know
what I was going to do but God gives everyone different skills and talents. I
had faith I would eventually find my niche and was surprised at how much my
skills were in demand.
3. How does your faith help keep you motivated to do your job?
I have faith that my job helps on a larger scale than what I see in the factory.
With the world's growing population famers and construction companies need
quality machines to provide food and infrastructure without failures or down
time to meet the worlds demand.

4. Why do you think it is important to have faith?
It’s important because everyone has tough moments. When you go through a hard
moment in life faith makes it easy to have total confidence you’ll get through whatever it
may be.
5. What is something you value about your education at St. Patrick School?
The small class sizes and individual instruction from the faculty. I also value the
friendships I made. My former classmates remain some of my best friends today.

6.

Share a memory or two (or three) that you have about going to school at
St. Pat’s.
We had a program called tele-pal where we were assigned an elderly person in the
community and had a ten minute conversation with them weekly over the phone. My
tele-pal was Catherine Byrnes who was a woman of great faith. Catherine and I
remained in contact ten years after our first call until the time of her passing.

Jacob Ripp

Describe your current career/vocation.
I work as an environmental scientist in South Florida. My key job responsibilities are performing endangered
wildlife surveys, wetland/Everglades conservation, invasive species management, landscape consulting, among
other environmental consulting roles. I also perform SCUBA and freediving seagrass surveys for Port
Everglades in Fort Lauderdale as well as the Key West Naval Air Station.
What is something you value about your education at St. Patrick School?
The small class sizes and dedicated teachers provided a more personal education than I would expect to
receive at a public school. I felt like I was more prepared when I left St. Pat's compared to kids my age in the
public program.
Share a memory or two (or three) that you have about going to school at St. Pat’s.
I remember when we first learned about checks and balances in second grade. I was so excited to be given a
fake budget and would go around "buying" items in the classroom. I also used to love the white elephant sale! I
would do all of my Christmas shopping for my family by giving them weird odds and ends I found there.
I remember raising the rats in Mrs. Schafer's class too. It was so cool performing experiments on them and
tracking their diets.

Carrie Welch

1.

Describe your current career/vocation.

I work as a Pharmacy Technician at our local pharmacy. I help people who aren't feeling well get the medicine
they need.

2.

What role does faith play in your chosen career/vocation?

Faith plays a role in everything I do each day in life so of course I bring it to work with me. There have been
many occasions where I am filling prescriptions for a patient and I know that that person is nearing the end of
life so I'll say a prayer for them.
3.

How does your faith help keep you motivated to do your job?

The days where I get to share my faith and trust in the lord are the best days. Yes, most days are spent doing
the exact same thing but every once in a while I get the opportunity to sit and hold someone's hand in the
waiting room and pray silently with them. We see people when they are going home from the hospital from
having a new baby or when they have just lost someone. We get to be that one person in the day who maybe
takes a second and asks how they are.

4.

Why do you think it is important to have faith?

I have experienced some very difficult things in my life time so far and if it weren't for my faith in the lord I'm not sure
I would have made it through. To believe there is always a reason for everything isn't easy, even for me. To believe
that someone loves me unconditionally no matter how angry I am at them is pretty humbling.

5.

What is something you value about your education at St. Patrick School?

I remember most the small classes and little community we had there. My parents were excellent at answering
questions about God and other religious things but I know as a parent now it is amazing to have help in that corner.

6.

Share a memory or two (or three) that you have about going to school at St. Pat’s.

Wow, I remember sledding with the roll up sleds on the side hill of the upper building. Everyone just grabbed a sled
and we had fun. I remember roller skating in the gym, and scooters. I remember bringing a quarter everyday for
afternoon milk break and having chocolate milk while we learned at our desks.
7.

I am honored my children get to experience St Pat's school..

Meghan Kohlenberg

Picture 1: Is a field day that I had with some of my co-workers. It was my first time (and
only time) ever driving a John Deere machine and it was such an incredible experience.
My job is all computer based but it was fun to get out into the field and dig some holes.

Describe your current career/vocation.
My current career is a Senior Specification Analyst for John Deere – Hitachi at John Deere Dubuque Works. As a Senior Specification
Analyst I work very closely with engineers and buyers of John Deere to insure that parts make it through workflow in a timely manner to
guarantee that a machine is built and ready to be sold on time. My team consists of individuals all over the world. My main group is based in
Dubuque, Iowa and Kernersville, North Carolina. Other members on our team live in Japan, Brazil, Mexico and Canada. I graduated from
Loras College with an Integrated Visual Arts degree, with a focus on a graphic design. As you can see my current career has nothing to do
with graphic design and I am 100% ok with that. I have worked at John Deere now a total of 11 years, 9 of those years I worked as a
contractor of John Deere. It was my dream and goal someday to work directly for John Deere. After many years of HARD work and stress
along the way I interviewed and proved myself to be the best fit for my current role. It took a lot of years to find the strength deep down and
prove to myself that if you work hard enough your dreams will come true.

Although I love my career, most importantly my number one vocation in life is without a doubt being a mother. It is my favorite role in the
whole world. I had dreamed since I was a little girl to someday have a little girl that I would name Serenity. I am a wife and now mother of
three of the best kids, Serenity (9), Sienna (7) and Teague (5). As a family we enjoy the outdoors a lot, the Hawkeyes and music…we love
MUSIC! Many of our nights end in dancing in our kitchen after dinner. My kids are my world and they make every day so much fun.
What role does faith play in your chosen career/vocation? Faith has always been a very important part of my life and continued prayers help me
to get through each day. I grew up going to St Patrick’s school in Waukon from Kindergarten to 6th grade. My faith in God has definitely gotten me to
the place that I am today. There are many hard days that come our way in life but so many more good days. Always look for the good in each day.

How does your faith help keep you motivated to do your job? My faith keeps me motivated for my job because I know God tested my strength to
get me to where I am in my career today. He made sure I was strong enough to take on such a big responsibility and gives me patience every day to
do a good job and speak to others with the upmost respect. It was not in God’s plan to give me my John Deere job right away, but hard work and
proving myself, showed others that I would be a perfect asset to their team. Every day I work to be good person and the best co-worker.

Why do you think it is important to have faith? It is very important to have faith because we simply cannot do it all. We need the help
and guidance of God and those around us (the children of God) to help us with our day-to-day tasks and help us to be the best versions of
ourselves. Faith will keep you going, keep you strong, and keep you grounded.

What is something you value about your education at St. Patrick School? What I value most about St. Patrick’s School is that my
parents decided to send me to such an amazing school which started to grow my roots and help me to become the person I am today. The
staff at St. Patrick’s School was truly amazing and I believe that they are just as amazing today. I met my first friends at St. Patrick’s School
and we still remain close. One last that thing I value about my education at St. Patrick’s School is that it helped me to quickly choose where
I wanted to send my children to school. All three of my children are attending Our Lady of Guadalupe in Dubuque, Iowa, a Spanish
Immersion Catholic school. My kids are not only learning the English language, learning about God and Jesus, but have the added bonus
of speaking and learning the Spanish language and culture. We chose our school because my husband and I wanted nothing but the best
for our children and help them to start growing their own strong roots. Similar to my Catholic school upbringing, it will help them to grow in
their faith as they continue their education.

Share a memory or two (or three) that you have about going to school at St. Patrick School. If I were to say…my #1 memory would
have to be school lunches….I LOVED school lunch at St. Patrick’s, it was truly the best. More like a homemade meal than a normal school
cafeteria lunch. Silly I know, but it was simply the BEST! Another memory of mine was the school carnivals we had. The day was so fun
and magical. I remember one of the classrooms was decorated into a jungle theme and I still can visualize the paper leaves and stuffed
animals hanging from the ceiling. Another memory would have to be the everlasting friendships I built from such a young age. Who knew
that 30 plus years later I would still be friends with a little girl I met in kindergarten.

Victoria Vivtcharenko

1. Describe your current career/vocation.
I am currently a second year medical student at the University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine
where I am pursuing a career as a physician.
2. What role does faith play in your chosen career/vocation?
Faith is an important aspect of my life as well as my patients’ lives. It helps provide hope, direction,
understanding, and healing. Many turn to faith during difficult moments in their lives and attending
to the spiritual needs of patients helps treat the whole person, not just the disease. This allows me
to build connections with my patients, relieve their suffering, and provide the best care I am able to.
3. How does your faith help keep you motivated to do your job?
The journey to medical school is difficult and medical school itself is challenging in several ways.
My faith helps provide direction and motivation to my days. It allows me to focus on the end goal of
caring for patients and their families which motivates me to work hard now so that I can give to
others in the near future.

4. Why do you think it is important to have faith?
Faith helps us find meaning in life, gives us direction to help others, provides hopes in dark times, and supplies
us with a supportive community to grow our faith and help each other in both our struggles and our triumphs.
5. What is something you value about your education at St. Patrick School?
St. Patrick’s School holds a special place in my heart. It is where I first discovered a love of learning that has set
me on a path to becoming a life-long learner. As a future physician, I will always be learning, whether through
reading textbooks, research articles, or learning from my colleagues and patients.
6. Share a memory or two (or three) that you have about going to school at St. Pat’s.
It’s rather difficult to think of just a few specific fond memories since there were so many! One general theme is
how wonderful the teachers are at St. Pat’s. They are all so knowledgeable, absolutely love teaching, and care
so much about their students. St. Pat’s is truly lucky to have all of them. I also really enjoyed when we had
dedicated time in the day to read books. I really enjoy reading (always have!) but now have much less time to
read for fun so I miss those days at St. Pat’s. Overall, St. Pat’s was an amazing experience with far too many
good memories!

Grace Blocker

1.

Describe your current career/vocation.
This past fall I graduated from Iowa State University. Since then I have been interning at Workiva, a SaaS

company headquartered in Ames, IA. This coming March, I will be starting full time at Pella Co in their Sales Development
Program.

2.

What role does faith play in your chosen career/vocation?
Faith plays a huge role in my chosen career field and also where I choose to take employment. I always strive to

find a company or business who’s core values align with my own, they have an inclusive and diverse culture, and
ultimately want to set all employees up to be as successful as they want to be. My faith always points me in the right
direction to always make ethical decisions and how to kindly treat people in the workplace. Work will always bring stressors
to your day, however, I always lean on Christ and my faith to push through difficult times.
3.

How does your faith help keep you motivated to do your job?
Personally, my faith helps me to be optimistic about situations and to keep a positive attitude during work. My faith

is something that always challenges me and pushes me to become the next best version of myself. Similarly to how your
team leader at work challenges me to be the best professional I can be. When I pair my faith with my leadership abilities, I
am able to see that my work output and attitude rise and make me a better person both on an individual and professional
level.

4.

Why do you think it is important to have faith?
I think having faith is important because it sets the foundation for who you are now and who you’re working to

become. Life will throw challenges in your way no matter what, but it’s up to you to decide how you want to overcome said
challenge. Everytime I reach a roadblock in life, I lean on my faith and relationship with Christ to guide to the best decision
that is best for me and the people who may be affected by my decision. Having a relationship with Christ is such a cool
thing! It’s totally up to you how you want to navigate your relationship, how fast you want to grow with Christ and ultimately
how you want to live His values out in your everyday life. Faith is trying and hard, however, it’s something that you’re
always in control of. The best advice I’ve ever received is this: “No one can ever take your faith away from you”. This has
proven to be true time after time.
5.

What is something you value about your education at St. Patrick School?
I will always value that I was able to openly express and learn about the Catholic faith from a young age. I believe

that my time at St. Patrick’s created the foundation of my core values and the way I try to live out my life.
6.

Share a memory or two (or three) that you have about going to school at St. Pat’s.
Overall, I loved my time at St. Pat’s! Thankful for the amazing education I was able to receive and to have been

taught by amazing teachers!

Sean Ryan

1.

Describe your current career/vocation.

I currently work for a company called Unison Global where I serve as an Instructional System Designer. In this role I
research, develop and facilitate different training around federal procurement and acquisition for the various federal
agencies. I currently work on the Department of State, Department of Defense, Department of Army, and Department of
Ecommerce.

2.

What role does faith play in your chosen career/vocation?

Faith played a huge role in my chosen career. Prior to my role with Unison, I use to be a college professor for 5 years. I
noticed the last two years my heart was not the school I was working at or the vocation as whole. I knew I loved teaching,
helping others learn material while becoming the better version of themselves. I just did not like the employer I was working
for. After much reflection and letting the almighty father guide me and my journey I was able to find my new vocation and
new love for teaching. I knew there was a bigger plan for me, but I had to have faith everything would work out.

3.

How does your faith help keep you motivated to do your job?

My faith has kept me motivated in my current role knowing there is a plan and trajectory for me forward even though I may
not understand or see it. This has been on my mind a lot as my new career is a whole not vocation for me and I am
learning that failure is ok. Additionally, it takes time to learn the profession and the clients we are working with.

4.

Why do you think it is important to have faith?

It is very important to have faith because in life you may think you know what you want in life (career, school you
want to go too, family, etc.) and when you think you have a plan a readjustment happen. The readjustments can
be positive or negative, but you will have an eye-opening experiencing that makes you stop in your place and
think what I do. Faith is what allows to take that big leap off that cliff and experience the unknown with excitement.
As individuals we have to be willing to set our plan and ego aside and follow the man above direction.
5.

What is something you value about your education at St. Patrick School?

What I value the most about my education at St. Patrick School was the attention we received as students and the
teacher’s passion to teach. All the teaches I encountered encouraged our learning and desire to learn no matter
what the topic or question was. I believe having this strong foundation and desire to learn is what allowed me to
me pursue my master and my doctorate (the first in my family to graduate college).
6.

Share a memory or two (or three) that you have about going to school at St. Pat’s.

Reid Mahoney

Describe your current career/vocation.
I am a Lender at FreedomBank in Waukon! The bank serves many purposes but my role is to help
people improve their finances. One of the highlights of my job is helping people be able to buy anything
from a car, home, farm, or business and everything in between!

What role does faith play in your chosen career/vocation?
Faith plays an important role in many careers. In banking faith stands out to me in avoiding temptation
to use your knowledge and position to benefit others instead of yourself. Many decisions I make
everyday are based on faith in others.
How does your faith help keep you motivated to do your job?
While it is also in the best interest of the bank it is rewarding knowing you have done everything you
can to help improve the lives of those around you. Our belief to serve others instead of ourselves is
not always easy. The positive feeling we get from helping others would not be there without faith.

Why do you think it is important to have faith?
I believe faith is an important building block in a persons character. Faith is our personal compass
that guides us in life. If we lose faith we can easily lose our way and give in to sin.

What is something you value about your education at St. Patrick School?
The thing I value most about my education and time at St. Patrick School is the bonds made with
classmates and teachers. I know I could call on any of my past teachers whenever needed.
Classmates live near and far but I stay in touch with almost all of them regularly and I wouldn’t have
those friendships with out our time at St. Pats.

Share a memory or two (or three) that you have about going to school at St. Pat’s.
My favorite and most talked about memory from my time at St. Pats is being in second grade and
the intimidation of knowing the next year we would be in the upper building. In the lower building, the
upper building seemed huge and where the big kids were, it feels a little smaller walking the halls
today but I will never forget the fear and anxiousness of going to the upper building.

Kate Blocker

1.
Describe your current career/vocation.
I am a Doctor of Physical Therapy at Mayo Clinic. I help people with physical injuries to improve their
physical function, activities of daily living, and sport performance.
2.
What role does faith play in your chosen career/vocation?
My career is based on helping and serving others. I choose each day to serve others like Jesus would but
with my talents and skills that I have learned as a Physical Therapist.

3.
How does your faith help keep you motivated to do your job?
I enjoy helping and serving others. So on days where I find that difficult to do, I just always think back to
the Golden Rule or WWJD. It helps me to remember that people are coming to me at some of their low
points with pain and fear and that if I remember to treat them how I would want to be treated it makes their
experience positive and less fearful.

4.
Why do you think it is important to have faith?
Faith is such an amazing gift that you must cultivate every day. There will be days or weeks or months in
your life that will be challenging and make you question just about everything. With faith and God present
at the forefront of your life, it makes the challenges a little less daunting and stressful. God will help you
through anything, faith and trust in Him.

5.
What is something you value about your education at St. Patrick School?
I value the opportunity of getting to have prayer and religion integrated into my school day when I was in
school at St. Pat's. It is something that I have carried on into my adult life.
6.
Share a memory or two (or three) that you have about going to school at St. Pat’s.
Some of my favorite memories from St. Pat's include: the 6th grade retreat, the rat experiments in Mrs.
Schafer's class (I didn't really like the rats, just the science part), Catholic Schools Week, and many more!

