
St.   Patrick   Catholic   School   

Facility   and   Technology   Narrative   

  

This   assessment   examines   the   adequacy   of   St.   Patrick’s   technology,   architecture   and   grounds   to   

support   the   school’s   current   and   future   enrollment   and   its   ability   to   deliver   its   total   program.   

  

On   September   1,   1883,   Rev.   Mother   Presentation   accompanied   by   Sisters   Mary   Alacoque,   

Ignatius,   Stanislaus   and   Teresa   arrived   in   Waukon   to   open   St.   Patrick’s   School.   Earlier   in   1883,   Fr.   

Hawe   directed   the   construction   of   a   four   level   brick   building,   for   $5,000.00,   which   was   to   serve   as   

both   school   and   convent.   In   1893   during   the   pastorate   of   Fr.   Patrick   A.   Walsh   (1885-1912)   a   south   

wing   was   added   which   doubled   the   size   of   the   school.   That   original   building   served   as   school   and   

convent   until   the   new   elementary   and   high   school   was   opened   in   1939.   The   original   building   

continued   as   a   convent   and   for   music   lessons   until   a   new   convent   was   built   in   1965.   

  

The   current   space   utilization   at   St.   Pat’s   includes   two   buildings.    The   lower   building   includes   a   

1   three-year   old   preschool   classroom,   2   junior   kindergarten   classrooms,   2   kindergarten   classrooms   

and   2   first   grade   classrooms.    The   upper   building   includes   2   second   grade   classrooms,   1   third   grade   

classroom,   1   fourth   grade   classroom,   2   fifth   grade   classrooms   and   1   sixth   grade   classroom.   A   music   

classroom,   a   technology   classroom   and   the   library   are   also   included   in   the   upper   building.   The   center   

of   the   upper   building   houses   a   gym   space.    Lunch   is   served   in   the   church   basement.   

  

Regular   maintenance   and   repairs   are   completed   by   a   part-time   custodian   and   a   part-time   

maintenance   person.    Although   the   school   receives   continuous   care   and   maintenance   during   the   

school   year,   some   maintenance   and   repair   work   can't   be   completed   during   the   school   year.   A   



thorough   maintenance   checklist   is   completed   each   summer   in   order   to   keep   buildings   well   maintained   

and   safe   for   students,   parents,   employees,   and   visitors.     

  

Recent   improvements   at   Saint   Patrick’s   include   the   replacement   of   the   boiler   system,   adding   

LED   lighting   in   the   upper   building   entry   and   hallways,   the   renovations   of   the   student   bathrooms   in   the   

upper   building,   technology   supported   by   Access   Systems,   a   new   phone   system,   a   new   bell   system   

and   the   replacement   of   some   windows.     Future   improvements   include   the   replacement   of   additional   

windows.   A   capital   campaign   will   need   to   be   executed   to   fund   this   project.   The   current   space   at   St.   

Patrick   School   meets   the   needs   of   the   students.     

  

During   the   2018-2019   school   year,   Saint   Patrick   School   completed   a   comprehensive   

emergency   operations   plan.   The   plan   was   developed   by   a   committee   that   included   public   school   and  

private   school   administrators,   local   law   enforcement   and   the   Allamakee   County   Crisis   Manager.   The   

plan   was   approved   by   the   school   board   at   the   May   2019   meeting   and   will   be   re-evaluated   on   a   

regular   basis.     

  

St.   Patrick’s   School   understands   the   importance   of   fostering   a   learning   environment   that   will   

prepare   students   for   the   21st   century.   This   includes   having   opportunities   for   students   to   explore   and   

use   technology.   Our   Junior   Kindergarten   through   2nd   grade   students   are   currently   one   to   one   with   

Kindle   Fire   Tablets   and   our   3rd   through   6th   grade   students   are   one   to   one   with   Chromebooks.   Being   

one   to   one   with   devices   allows   our   students   to   begin   exploring   technology   while   learning.   Teachers   

are   integrating   technology   skills   into   other   academic   areas,   helping   foster   and   differentiate   student   

learning.   During   the   2021-2022   school   year   students   will   be   introduced   to   Computer   Science   skills   

and   curriculum   with   the   hope   that   during   the   2022-2022   all   students   Kindergarten   through   6th   grade   

will   have   Computer   Science   weekly.   Teachers   will   integrate   Computer   Science   within   their   curriculum   



using   code.org   curriculum,   hands-on   robotics,   and   online   programs   to   support   the   students   when   

learning   about   Computer   Science.   

  

  


